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Circular Letter No.4243
31 March 2020

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has sent the attached communication, dated
29 March 2020, with the request that it is circulated by the Organization.
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ANNEX

Circular No (02) 2020

Special Measures Concerning the issuing of an

Endorsement Attesting the Recognition of

Certificate of Competency and other Seafarer’s

Maritime Documents

To:

- Saudi Ports Authority, Vice President for
Legislation & Licensing

- All shipping companies in KSA.

- American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).

- Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LR).

- Det Norske Veritas of Shipping (DNV-GL).

- Bureau Veritas of Shipping (BV).

- Registro Italiano Navale of Shipping (RINA).

- Nippon Kaiji Kyokai of Shipping (NKK).

- whom it may concern.

In view of the current situation due to Coronavirus
(Covid-19) outbreak and in the light of International
Maritime Organization Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5
dated |7t March 2020, the Transport General Authority
(Maritime Transport Sector), taking into consideration the
difficulties to the exchange of crew members already on

board Saudi Ships, sets the following temporary measures:

I.Endorsement attesting the recognition of a
Certificate of Competency (CoC) (STCW. Reg I/10)

A. Extension of the validity:

- The validity of all endorsement of recognition issued until
the present date will be linked to the validity of the
seafarer’s national Certificate of Competence (CoC).

- If the seafarer’s national CoC is renewed an application
for a new Endorsement attesting the recognition of CoC
can be made through the email (m.t.s@tga.gov.sa). A
Certificate of Receipt of Application will be automatically
granted to the seafarer to allow him to sail on a Saudi ship

for a period of 3 months.
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If a seafarer is unable to apply for a new CoC in his home
country, he must request a written statement from the
relevant administration of the home country stating the
extension of the validity of the original CoC for a limited
period of months. After reviewing of such a Statement, a
Certificate of Receipt of Application is issued to allow the

seafarer to continue to work on board a Saudi Ship.

If the issuing administration of a seafarer's national CoC
grants a general extension of the validity of the national
CoCs, the validity of the Saudi endorsement issued based
on the current CoC will automatically be considered
extended accordingly. In this case, it is not be required to

submit an application.

B. Issue of a new Endorsement:

Any application

for an Endorsement attesting the

recognition of a new seafarer’s CoC can be made through

the email (m.t.s@tga.gov.sa) by submission of the following

documents:

Application Form (A copy is enclosed)
Copy of Seafarer’s CoC.
Copy of Tanker certificates (if any).

Copy of a valid medical certificate.

After reviewing of the above documents, a Certificate of

Receipt of Application will be issued to the to the seafarer

valid for a period of 3 months.

2.

Extension of the Validity of Saudi Seaman’s Book
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and Medical Fitness Certificate

The validity of a Saudi seaman’s book and Medical Fitness

certificate which will expire before June 30th, 2020, are

granted an extended validity of 3 months (from date of

expiry).

Maritime Transport Sector

Transport General Authority

This Circular is issued electronically. Authentication

can be obtained from:

(m.t.s@tga.gov.sa)
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